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"FACING IT"

In the Old Testament book of Samuel is contained the fascinating,
and sometimes tragic, story of Israel's second king whose name was
David.

In previous sermons, I have shared with you that part of David's
story which deals with his treachery toward Uriah and his subsequent
marriage to Uriah's wife, Bathsheba. The appearance of the prophet
Nathan, at which time he makes his accusation against the king, provides
a climactic moment in Old Testament history.

This morning, however, I would like to share with you a part of the
story subsequent to Nathan's denouncement of the king. Soon, Bathsheba
gave birth to a son and, as Nathan had predicted, the son sickened and
died. While the son was sick, we are told

"David prayed to God for the child; he fasted and went in
and spent the night fasting, lying on the ground. The older
men in his household tried to get him to rise from the ground,
but he refused and would eat no food with them."

As soon as the boy died, however, David ended his formal bereave
ment, rose, put on fresh clothes, went to the temple to pray, then came
home, ordered food and ate. His servants were amazed and perplexed that
he could recover so rapidly from his grief, but David said to them:

"While the boy was still alive, I fasted and wept, thinking,
•It may be that the Lord will be gracious to me, and the boy
may live.' But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I
bring him back again? I shall go to him; he will not come back
to me."

The whole story, of course, reflects the Old Testament theme of
which we spoke last Sunday, i.e. that suffering is God's punishment for
sin, quite the contrary of anything we find in the Gospel, and as we
read of how David so quickly adjusted tc the death of his son, we may
conclude that he was callous and unfeeling toward that critical event.

On the other hand, there will be those who admire David and will
commend him for exhibiting admirable fortitude in the face of great
personal loss. He bore what he believed to be the consequence of his
sin without murmur or excuse.

Whichever the case may be, and we cannot know what was going on in
David's mind and heart, we must agree that David did face this crisis
with considerable fortitude. We admire a person who can do that, even
though he may be crying on the inside, far mere than we admire that
person who seems unable to handle his tragedies, lets them rob him of
his peace and his faith and who figuratively follows the advice of
Job's wife to "curse God and die".








