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-- .h "GROWING PAINS"

As long as there are human beings on the .face of the earth, there
is one subject they will continue to discuss; Why do the good suffer
and the evil prosper? It isn't right, it isn't just, it isn't fair!

Throughout history, religious men and women, both Jew and Christian,
have tried to defend the justice of God by arguing that if a person
suffers, it must be the result of sin and therefore his suffering is the
punishment of God. The conclusion, however, would have to be that if a
person never sinned, he would not suffer. That is patently false.

The classic Christian argument against that position is found in
the Gospel of Luke when Jesus refers to people who were killed when a
tower at Siloam collapsed. Hear what Jesus said:

"Do you imagine that because these Galileans suffered
this fate, they must have been greater sinners than anyone
else in Galilee? I tkii.jou they were not..."

2hcit is a strong positive statement on the part of Jesus and nowhere
in any of the Gospels, is thsre any indication that Jesus believed human
suffering was the punishment of God for sin.

The counterpart of the dileimna is the apparently large number of
men and women who pre-per although they are unrighteous. Por the cla*
text on that aspect of the mutter,, we turn to Jeremiah:

0 Lord, I will dispute with Thee, for Thou art just;
yes, I will plead my case before .Thee"." Why do the wicked
prosper, and traitors live at ease?"

The Book of Job, or course, deals almost exclusively with the
problem of suffering, yet comes to no definite conclusion concerning
the meaning, .of..JLt-all. Job maintains to the very end that he is a
righteous man and that-God is not punishing him for his sins. Why he
is suffering he cannot answer.

**.%?**J6 ~?„are left with this great Problem of human suffering and
neither the Old Testament nor the New Testament gives us the final answer
to it. We do know this for certain; life is synonymous with suffering.
Tftere can be no life, and there car be no love, without suffering. Those
who would insist on banishing suffering from the world must also be
willing to forego ever loving anyone, and indeed, must negate life itself.

I read this quotation in :» local newspaper last week:

"I don't want to have any children. I don't want my kids
to come into the world to suffer. -''
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