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"GOD IS WAITING"

Patience is not a dramatic virtue. When one thinks of patience,
he thinks not of action, but a lack of action, as witness Shakespeare
in some lines from Twelfth Night, as he speaks of a disconsolate female
lover:

"She never told her love,
But let concealment, like a worm i* the bud,
Feed on her damask cheek: she pined in thought,
And with a green and yellow melancholy
She sat like patience on a monument,
Smiling at grief."

Because patience seems synonymous with inactivity, because we
equate it with a kind of stoicism, patience is not for us 20th century
Westerners a popular virtue. We think of the "patience of Job"—poor
Job sitting in the midst of ashes, nursing his boils, contemplating
his sorry plight—and we want none of that.

The Gospels, strangely enough, say practically nothing about
patience. This is not, apparently, an attribute the authors or our
selves like to attribute even to God. Paul says nothing about God's
patience, nor does any passage in the Old Testament. As a matter of
fact, apart from the passage in our scripture reading earlier this
morning, the patience of God is not mentioned in the Bible. Even in
our scripture passage, the word in Greek which means patience is not
used. Rather, Jesus talks about God coming as a thief in the night
and urges men to be prepared when He does come. And so we draw the
conclusion that God is waiting, but that He will not wait forever.
There is a limit even to God's patience.

Yet patience is an exceedingly valuable virtue and one which we
can find useful and helpful in every area of life. Wrote the eigh
teenth century poet, Robert Dodsley:

"No state of life but must to patience bow:
The tradesman must have patience for his bill;
He must have patience who to law will go;
And should he lose his right, more patience still;
Yea, to prevent or heal full many a strife,
How oft, how long must man have patience with his wife."

II

But for a few moments today, let us not be concerned with the
value of patience in our lives, let us rather consider the patience
of God.
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