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"THIS IS OUR TASK"

There is good news, and...more good news this morning! The good
news is that the building renovation project has proceeding almost on
schedule and that this afternoon, following the choirs' Christmas
concert, we will dedicate our new facilities. More good news is that
the dedication service will be very brief and will not feature a
sermon.

For that reason, however, I choose this morning to depart slightly
from the traditional type of Christmas sermon and to speak about this
church, this congregation, and our task in the world. I do not believe
we all just accidently happen to be here, that we have no corporate
purpose, and that this beautiful church edifice is to be used merely
for our own comfort and convenience. To me, it is not terribly impor
tant that we have these new facilities? what matters is how we use
the facilities and to wfcat end.

Jesus was fond of getting across the most central and important
of his teachings by telling appropriate stories which are called para
bles. I would like to share with you now a modern parable which I
borrow from the late Theodore Wedel.

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occured,
there was onca a crude little life-saving station. The build
ing was just a hut aiid there was only one boat, but the few
devoted mersbers kept a constant watch over the sea and with
no thought for themselves, went out day and night, tirelessly
searching for the lost. Some of those who were saved and
various others in the surrounding ?rea, wanted to become
associated with the station and give of their time, money,
and effort for the support of its work. New boats were bought
and new crews trained. The little life-saving station grew.

Some members of the life-saving station, however, were
unhappy that the building was so crude and so poorly equipped.
They felt that a more comfortable place should be provided as
the first refuge of those saved from the sea. They replaced
the emergency cots with beds and put better furniture in the
enlarged building. Now the life-saving station became a
popular gathering place for its members and they decorated it
and furnished it and used it as ct sort of club. It seemed
that fewer memfcc vs vara now interested in going out to sea on
life-saving missions so they hired lifii-boat crews to do this
work for them.

About this tiirie a large ship was wrecked off the coast
and the hired crew brought in boatloads of cold, wet, half-
drowned people. They were dirty and sick. The beautiful
new club was in chaos.








