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"WHAT IS TRUTH?"

One of the most interesting, yet one of the most difficult, sub
jects to discuss is the subject of truth. "What is truth" and "How
do we come to know the truth?" are two questions men and women have
been asking since the dawn of human consciousness.

The word "truth" does not appear anywhere in the Synoptic Gospels,
but in the Gospel of John, we find several references to it which have
not only been subjects of many sermons, but have provided endless specu
lation for the philosophers and savants.

Speaking to some of his Jewish followers one day, Jesus said to
them, "You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free,"
At first glance, that seems obvious enough to most of us. We believe
that one cannot be free if he is the captive of ignorance. But are we
made free by just any truth? Or is it a particular kind of truth that
makes us free? Any truth will, of course, free us from some ignorance
but it requires a more specific truth to free us from sin and evil, or
to free us from slavery to the will of another.

The Jews, to whom Jesus spoke, had difficulty with these words.
They said to him, "We are the children of Abraham and have always been
free spirits." Jesus then wxt on to indicate that the truth of which
he spoke was the truth that could free men and women from narrow, self-
centered lives of greed and envy and make those lives rich and abundant-
lives which would glorify the God who created them.

Whereas this first reference to truth in the Gospel of John comes
from him who was crucified as the Messiah, the second reference comes
from him who sentenced Jesus to that ignoble death, Pontius Pilate.

When Jesus stood before this weak and confused representative of
the Emperor, the latter asked him, "What is truth?" We would love to
have Jesus* answer to that monumental question, but because he under
stood that Pilate was incapable of understanding, Jesus declined to
answer.

Thus the Gospel of John presents us with a great dilemmas The
truth will make you free, but what is truth?

II

Nearly a score of years have passed since I used to go regularly
thirty miles north of here and, on my day off, visit with a dear
physician friend of mine known to many of you. Though now retired,
he, at that period, spent much of his spare time on a farm near Holy
Hill. He and I would work side by side planting evergreen seedlings
while we discussed philosophical and theological matters of mutual
interest and concern, the chief of which was always the question, "What
is truth?" We also exchanged many articles on the subject and, at the
end of nearly twenty years of thought and discussion, concluded that
truth (especially metaphysical truth) was an extremely difficult thing
to define and, after being defined, was equally difficult to know.








