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"BECOMING A CHRISTIAN"

From this pulpit, from time to time, I have mentioned the
name of the Danish theologian, Soren Kierkegaard. He was quite
in vogue when I was in theological seminary and was one of those
who contributed a great deal to the existentialist movement of
that period? a philosophy asserting human freedom and responsi
bility against rigid systems of thought and social organization.
But for a number of reasons, that system of thought has fallen
on hard times in our generation.

Kierkegaard lived in the first half of the nineteenth century
and died when he was only 42 years old. Although I admire much
that he wrote, I do not suggest that he was a hero we should seek
to emulate. He thought his family lived under a "curse and when
he finally fell in love and proposed marriage to a girl he never
ceased loving, he soon broke off the engagement because of his
fear. He had a great falling out with his father early in life
and was reconciled to him only a few months before the latter s
death. He also had a strong conviction that he himself would die
before he reached the age of 34 and was almost disappointed when
he didn't.

I offer you this miniscule biographical background to help
you understand something of this man's great sense of urgency
that came to him in his 26th year. In that year, Kierkegaard
decided, and determined, that his great task in life was to become
a Christian" and he pursued that task for the rest of his days.

Kierkegaard did not look upon the task of "becoming a Christian"
in the same way that the vast majority of today's church members
no doubt look upon it. More than one interpretation can be given
to those words.

For most of us in twentieth century America, "becoming a
Christian" probably means little more than that, as a youth, we
spent a few weeks in a covenant or confirmation class, and then
decided to join the church. That qualified us to tell the world
that we were Christians.

Somewhat beyond that simplistic definition, is the person
who one day decides, for whatever reason, (and he may never belong
to a church)that he believes wholeheartedly in the Truth revealed
in Jesus Christ. He sees in the Man from Galilee the highest
expression of God's Will for each human being. But although he
may admire and cherish that Truth, he makes no real effort to
become wholly committed to it; it does not dominate his life.
Christianity for such a person is pretty much an intellectual
exercise, divorced from everyday existence. I venture to suggest
that a great many American church members fall into that category.
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