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"THE WISE AND FOOLISH KING"

Once there was a king who admired beautiful women and who
had many wives of his own. While looking out his palace window
one day, he caught sight of the most lovely young girl he had
ever seen taking a bath on the roof of a nearby house. He became
so enamored of this beautiful woman that he sent a servant to
find out who she was. The servant returned to say that she was
Bathsheba, wife of Uriah, an officer in the king's army. The
king then sent for Bathsheba and in the course of time committed
adultery with her.

The king now sent for one of his generals and instructed him
to have Uriah placed in the forefront of the next battle in the
hope that Uriah would be killed. That is exactly what happened
and then the king married Bathsheba, the wife of the deceased Uriah

This same king years before had been the favorite of a pre
vious monarch whose name was Saul. In his older years, Saul grew
very jealous of our hero, if we may call him that, and threatened
his life, but our hero escaped from his enemyfs clutches and had
himself two opportunities when he could easily have killed King
Saul, but on both occasions he spared Saul's life.

Now, the man we are talking about this morning is David,
second king of Israel, and I would like to tell you a little more
about him. Years ago every church member would probably have known
all about King David, but Biblical awareness was much more wide
spread then than now. As some of you will recall, last Sunday, I
told the story of Joshua and the fall of the city of Jericho.
Following the service, a visiting lady told me she had been com
pletely unfamiliar with the story. In case we have others here
this morning who are not thoroughly acquainted with the Old Testa
ment, (and I suspect that there might be a few) let me review for
you some of the highlights in the life of King David.

The young David was the boy who volunteered to fight the
giant Goliath when all the men in Israeli army were afraid to
do so. David killed him with one stone from his slingshot.

David was the boy who was chosen by the prophet Samuel to
succeed King Saul and the young shepherd boy who entertained that
king with his harp and his singing. David was also the man to
whom most of the Psalms in the Book of Psalms are ascribed. David
was the king who finally led the armies of Israel in capturing the
city of Jerusalem and then brought to it the sacred Ark of the
Covenant. And David was the king whose beloved son, Absalom, died
in battle when his hair caught in a tree and hanged him; and David
cried out, "Oh my son, Absalom, my son, my son. Would God I had
died for thee. Oh, Absalom, my son, my son."








