
July 5, 1981
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 (NE)
Norman S. Ream

"THE VIEW FROM MT. NEBO"

Some who know me well, have, no doubt, supposed that this
sermon, entitled, "The View Prom Mt. Nebo" is another dealing
with my great love for mountains and mountain climbing. It is
not.

I imagine that, unless you took the trouble to look at an
atlas or encyclopedia before coming to church this morning,
most of you will not have the foggiest notion where Mt. Nebo
is, nor why I would choose to say anything about it in a Sunday
sermon. Certainly, you would see no connection between Mt. Nebo
and Independence Day, 1981.

Mt. Nebo, sometimes known as Mt. Pisgah, is a Biblical
mountain located in what today we call Jordan, but what in Bibli
cal times was known as Moab. It is situated directly across the
Jordan River from the ancient city of Jericho at the north end
of the Dead Sea. Its elevation is slightly over 2500 feet; not
much of a mountain where I come from.

There are numerous archaelogical remains on Mt. Nebo which
attest to the fact that this mountain has had some historical
importance. Indeed, it has great Biblical importance. It was
presumably on Mt. Nebo that Moses first saw the Promised Land,
the land "flowing with milk and honey" which God had promised
His people Israel and toward which they had been struggling for
forty years. Finally, it was on Mt. Nebo that Moses died and
was buried.

I have not been on the top of Mt. Nebo, but my sources
tell me that from that height, one can see Engedi where David
hid from Saul; Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and up the Jordan Valley
as far as Mt. Tabor, the traditional Mount of Transfiguration.
It is a beautiful panorama of a wild and desolate land to the
south and a fertile valley to the north. Perhaps it was an even
more beautiful sight when Moses viewed it something like three
thousand years ago.

II

The story of the Exodus and the Israelite entrance into the
Holy Land should be known, at least in its broad outlines, to
every Jew and every Christian. As pictured in the Old Testament,
Moses was certainly one of the greatest historical leaders of
all time. Taking a large group of disorganized, discouraged,
and rebellious slaves into a desolate wilderness, he slowly or
ganized them into a powerful nation. At the end of forty diffi
cult years, he brought them within sight of that goal they had
for so long cherished—a good land and a free one.








