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LORD, CHALLENGE ME!

"Only be sure that you act on the message and do
not merely listen."

--James 1:19-27

There is an old story which visualizes St. Paul entering heaven.
He is interrogated by an angel as to what he has done with his life,
and he replies with the words he wrote in his second letter to the
Corinthians:

"Five times the Jews gave me 39 strokes; three
times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned;
three times I was shipwrecked, and for 24 hours I was
adrift on the open sea. I have been constantly on the
road; I have met dangers from rivers, dangers from
robbers, dangers from m'y% feilow countrymen, danger
from foreigners, dangers in towns, dangers in the country,
dangers at sea, dangers from false friends. I toiled
and drudged, I often went without sleep; hungry and thirsty
I often fasted; and I suffered from cold and exposure.

"Apart from these external things, there was
the responsibility that weighed on me everyday, my
anxious concern for all our congregations."

When Paul had completed this recitation of his sufferings and
hardships in the service of God and of his Lord, Jesus Christ, the
whole company of heaven joined in a mighty chorus, "0 Paul, itfs almost
like Jesus; it's almost like Jesus."

This morning I would ask each of us to confront the same question
as that put to Paul. When we stand before the judgment seat of heaven,
on that day when we are translated from this physical life into the
life immortal, what will be our answer?
Will our ansi^er, perhaps, go something like this:

"Lord, I went to church occasionally...and sat in
cushioned pews; I felt sorry for those who were hungry and
homeless and once in awhile I even put a few dollars in the
offering plate--I knew it was deductible. I may have bent
most of the commandments, but I never murdered anyone and I
managed to stay out of jail."

If we answer in that fashion we can be assured that there will be
no heavenly chorus for us, and St. Peter, or whoever it is in charge of
such things, may well say to us, "And what did you do in the way of
ministering to your fellowmen in the spirit of Jesus Christ?"








