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IP THERE WERE NO SUFFERING..

"And he began to teach them that the son of man
had to undergo great sufferings."

—Mark 8:31

It was during a natural history lesson that the teacher one day
asked the question, "Where is the elephant found?" Then she added,
"I want Wilbur to tell us."

Wilbur was puzzled :?or a few seconds, but then replied, "To tell
the truth, the elephant is such a large animal it is hardly ever lost."

This morning we want to spend a few minutes speaking about a very
large subject—the problem of suffering. It is so much a part of our
human life and can present so many theological difficulties that we can
easily get lost in a philosophical fog when we try to understand it.
It has been, in my own experience, the most common and the most serious
problem I, as a minister, have had to confront. And, like most clergy
men, I have had to confront it nearly everyday of my ministry. When
men and women are in the midst of great suffering they will often con
clude that either God does not exist, or that if he does exist he is
not good, or that he doesn't care about his creatures, or finally,
that he severely punishes them for every mistake which they in their
humanness are prone to make.

In order to persuade you to participate in this sermon this morning
I would like you to consider the title of the sermon as only the first
half of a statement concerning suffering, and you are to provide the
last half of the statement. If there were no suffering... then what?
How will you complete that sentence?

Some, those who I am afraid are rather naive, might answer,
"If there were no suffering life would be perfect, ideal, a kingdom of
heaven on earth." But, alas, it is not so.

When I was a freshman in college and before I had read James
Hilton's book, Lost Horizon, I saw the movie which starred Ronald Colman.
I was, of course, young, impressionable and idealistic, and the vision
of a perfect and Utopian society, hidden somewhere in the mysterious
East, appealed to me. Soon after I had seen the picture I happened to
confront a minister I had not known before, and in the course of an
innocent conversation, mentioned that it would be great to live in such
a Shangri-La as was portrayed in that film. The minister responded,
and to this day I insist he was not very diplomatic in his response,
"Only a coward would want to live in such a place."








