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THERE IS A TIME

Ministers have a reputation for preaching. That is a truism if
there ever was one. But when I say it I do not mean only that ministers
deliver sermons. Let me illustrate what it is I do mean. I was once
giving one of my sons a small lecture following a minor misdeed, when
he suddenly looked me in the eye and asked,- "Dad, do you really mean
that or are you just preaching?"

By "preaching" we often mean "scolding", and in order that I might
not be accused of scolding this morning, let me begin by praising.

I am proud of the young people of this church. For 20 years I
have felt that the youth of our congregation are in general a superior
lot. I am not alone in my conviction that this year's Covenant Class
is probably the best behaved and most thoughtful we have ever had.
They are a fine, serious minded, healthy spirited group of Christian
young people.

That not only says something about them, however, it says some
thing equally good about their parents and about the homes from which
they have come. Young people do not turn out this way by accident.
For the most part they have come from good, Christian homes where the
parents accept responsibility and are strong enough to resist the
pressures and temptations of a very secular world.

But I speak not only of the young people in this year's Covenant
Class. I am happy and proud of nearly all the youth in our congregation
and of their deep interest and activity in the church. They usher,
they sing in the choir, they acolyte, they help out in the church school
and do many other things for the good of the fellowship. They have
innumerable talents and abilities they are willing to share. They
deserve our thanks and our appreciation.

Up to this point I have not been preaching. Dfo not think you will
get off easy today, however. From this point on you may think I am
preaching, but please don't think I am any the less serious and sincere
in what I have to say.

It is probably trite and no doubt another truism to say that
today's youth are much more knowledgeable, and mature much faster, than
any previous generation of youth. But to be more knowledgeable does
not necessarily mean to be more intelligent. They also have a sense of
humor. When asked on an exam what was necessary in order for someone
to be forgiven, one boy replied, "First he has to sin."








