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A MIDNIGHT CONVERSATION

"As it happened, the man known as Barabbas was then
in custody."

—Mark 15:7

It was late at night in the Garden of Gethsemane, just outside
the walls of Jerusalem. Jesus and his disciples had gone there, into
that grove of ancient olive trees, following the Last Supper which they
had shared together in an upper room. The disciples could not believe
what Jesus had told them there, namely, that he would soon be taken
prisoner and be crucified. They could not believe it even though one
of their number, Judas, who was the treasurer of that little band, had
left them and gone his separate way, not accompanying them to the garden
lying at the foot of the Mount of Olives. Jesus had gone off by himself
to pray. Unaware of the spiritual crisis through which he was passing,
the disciples threw themselves on the ground and fell asleep.

Suddenly the 12th disciple, Judas, appeared. He was leading a
band of armed men and when he gave the prearranged signal, a kiss on
the cheek, with which students often greeted their teachers in those
days, Jesus was seized by the servants of the high priest. The dis
ciples, awakened by the ruckus and seeing what was taking place, fled.
Jesus was left alone.

They took him to the house of the high priest where they
endeavored to gather evidence against him. Because only the Romans
could presumably inflict capital punishment, they ended by keeping Jesus
in custody that night in order that they might be able in the morning
to deliver him to the Roman procurator, Pontius Pilate, and urge him
to order the execution of this rabble-rouser.

Those facts we can gather from the Gospels. We also learn that
in the custody of the authorities on that same night was a man named
Barabbas. To me the story of Barabbas has always been an intriguing
one. His very name has captured my imagination; Bar-Abbas. It derives
from two Hebrew words, "bar", meaning son of, and "abba", meaning
father. Jesus had been called Jesus-bar-Joseph or Jesus, son of Joseph.
But Bar-abbas—son of the father? That indeed is an arresting thought.
Later on when the people, inspired by the servants of the high priest,
cried out, "Give us Barabbas," were they calling for a murderer and
insurrectionist, or were they perchance calling for Jesus, Son of the
Father, Son of God? Speculation, to be sure, but fascinating
speculation.

This morning I am thinking however, of a different aspect of this
story. During the night when Jesus was put into prison, did he
perchance see Barabbas? Did they perhaps even speak together? Can we
not imagine them, in the lower level of that building, where prisoners
were commonly kept, meeting and speaking? Did Jesus and Barabbas








