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JESUS, MAN OF HUMILITY

"Then he poured water into a basin and began
to wash his disciples1 feet.11

—John 13:5

This morning we want to speak about' one of Jesus1 virtues, one
that some people may consider even more morbid than his death on the
Cross. What could that virtue be? It is the virtue of humility, for
humility is the virtue that often looks like death but is really life.

Humility is also one of the virtues which Jesus blessed in the
opening words of his Sermon on the Mount when he declared, "Blessed are
the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven." If he was
right and poverty of spirit, or humility, is the way into the Kingdom
of Heaven, then all of us should be diligently seeking increased humility
in our lives. But evidence that most Christians are doing so is not
immediately apparent.

Someone once said, "Humility is the ability to act ashamed when
you tell people how wonderful you are." It is a rather facetious
definition, but one which carries a great deal of truth, as probably
most of us can attest from personal experience.

The opposite of humility is, of course, pride, and pride springs
from our very human need for acceptance and approval. So when we brag
about our accomplishments or our abilities, we are in effect exaggerating
a felt human need. Some people, with little else to brag about may
even express their need by boasting of their humility. That's something
like the man who exclaimed, "I am an atheist, thank God."

Pride has been referred to as the deadliest of sins, and the reason
has been explained by a newspaper editor who once summed up his career
by writing,

"I was part of that strange race of people, aptly described
as spending their lives doing things they detest, to make
money they don't want, to buy things they don't need, to
impress people they don't like."

It would seem to me, as certainly it must have seemed to Jesus,
that that is hardly the way to a rich, full, abundant life. Nevertheless
most of us find it extremely difficult to slough off that kind of pride
and practice humility. Humility, we have concluded, will not get us far
in this world, so why not opt for pride. Of course\ we usually do not
use the word pride. No, we call it aggressiveness, assertiveness,
self-realization, self-confidence, or even self-respect. But when we
begin to take credit for qualities or abilities we do not really possess,
or for which God or someone else should get the credit, then our self-
esteem has turned into vanity and it can do great damage to our
spiritual well-being.








