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JESUS, MAN OF POWER

''And Jesus came and spake unto them saying, 'All power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth.'"

& —Matthew 28:18

This morning we want to talk about Jesus as a man of power and
emphasize what he himself said, "All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth." It is indeed another paradox in the life of Jesus, and
his life was full of them.

We spoke of a paradox last Sunday when we referred to Jesus as a
man of peace. Here he was, the quiet revolutionary, destined so to
inspire his followers that they would "turn the world upside down",
preaching a gospel that would bring him inevitably into conflict with
the authorities and lead to the violence of the Cross, yet proclaimed
by history as the Prince of Peace.

And now we look at him from another perspective. We think of him
as humble, compassionate, most meek and loving in nature, yet we must
conclude that he was the most powerful man who ever lived. In what way?
In many ways, and we will mention but a few of them this morning.
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First of all, Jesus was powerful enough to give his entire life to
God. You and I may give a part of our life to God part of the time.
But is there any person here this morning who is willing to say, "I have
given my entire life to God to do with as he wishes"? I very much doubt
it, and if there is such a one here this morning, I must confess that
certainly I am not that one.

We may sing in church, as we often do,

"Take my life and let it be
Consecrated Lord to thee",

or,

"Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold."

But we don't really mean it, do we? We say lots of things in
church and in our prayers that we don't really mean. Oh, we may mean
them at the moment under the impulse of an emotional experience, but we
don't mean them enough to live them. That does not mean that we lie to
God. No, it means that we have not yet felt fully his claim upon our
lives. It takes a strong, a powerful person, to say honestly and
sincerely, "Lord, here am I, take my life and use it as thou wilt."

We see Jesus doing precisely that on the Mt. of Temptation in the
Judean wilderness. In those hills above ancient Jericho where he spent
40 days and 40 nights, he said to himself, "Yes, I'd like to transform
this awful society of which I am a part. I'd like to crush all infamy








