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JESUS, MAN OF PEACE

"Peace is my parting gift to you."
—John 14:27

In the late 18th century there lived in Germany a man named Gerhard
Tersteegen. He was a merchant and a physician but also a lay revivalist
preacher. So devout was he and so well loved that he became known as
"the Saint of Mulheim". This title was not granted him by the church
but bestowed upon him by those who came to admire and love him. I would
like to share with you some words he wrote over 200 years ago:

"God is a tranquil Being, and abides in a tranquil eternity.
So must thy spirit become a tranquil and clear little pool, wherein
the serene light of God can be mirrored. Therefore shun all that
is disquieting and distracting, both within and without. Nothing
in the whole world is worth the loss of thy peace; even the faults
which thou hast committed should only humble, but not disquiet,
thee. God is full of joy, peace and happiness. Endeavor then to
obtain a continually joyful and peaceful spirit. Avoid all anxious
care, vexation, murmuring, and melancholy, which darken thy soul
and render thee unfit for the friendship of God."

I would suggest that Jesus understood this better than any man
who has ever lived. He fulfilled to the highest degree the prophecy of
Isaiah who declared that the Messiah would be the "Prince of Peace".
Jesus had discovered the peace of God that passes all understanding, had
lived in that peace, and when he died he bequeathed it to his (ffiisciples;
"Peace is my parting gift to you, my own peace." What greater gift could
any father leave to his children?

II

Before we discuss the precise nature of this peace and how it is
to be obtained, it is necessary to make quite clear to whom Jesus was
addressing these remarks. Jesus was speaking to his disciples; and who
were his disciples? They were common, ordinary citizens of a small,
captive nation. A number of them were fishermen, and one of them may
have been a Jewish tax collector working for the Roman oppressor. But
none of them were persons of high degree, sitting in important places.
None of them were politicians, statesmen, diplomats, public officials.

That being the case, when Jesus talked to them about peace he was
not speaking to them about peace-table negotiations designed to keep
the army of one nation from attacking the army of another. He was not
talking about the kind of peace which presumably is discussed daily in
our time in the General Assembly or the Security Council of the United
Nations and which never seems to produce peace.

Jesus was discussing the peace that ought to dwell in the mind and
in the heart of ea&h.. individual child of God. He was speaking about
tranquillity of mind and serenity of spirit. He understood that when we
have peace withiryburselves, then we may have peace between ourselves.








