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DARE TO LIVE

"A lot of people talk about dying," wrote Henry David Thoreau.
111 defy them to do it; there's not enough life in them.11

It is my thesis this morning that there is not much life in a good
many people who use life getting and spending and never give much, if
any, thought to what life really ought to be.

I have been restudying the Gospel of Mark lately in preparation
for the class I will be teaching during Lent. (9:30—Thursday—nursery
service) As I reconsider the teachings of Jesus it surprises me once
again that he could attract even twelve disciples. Hear what he said
to them:

:,Anyone who wishes to be a follower of mine must leave
self behind; he must take up his cross and come with me. Who
cares for his own safety is lost..."

Would you be anxious to follow a man who cautioned you with those
words?

Again, in the next chapter Jesus is recorded as saying:

"If anyone wants to be first he must make himself
last of all and servant of all."

Be honest now; does that sound like life to you? Does it sound
like the kind of life you wish to live? Is that what attracted you to
declare yourself a Christian—a Christ-follower? And have you been
living that kind of life? Leaving self behind and ignoring your own
safety? Being a servant of all?

That certainly is not the philosophy of the great majority of
men and women in our 20th century western civilization. Their philoso
phy is much more accurately reflected in the titles of many of the best
selling books which tell us how to get rich in six easy lessons, how to
make a killing on Wall Street, how to profit from the coming collapse,
how to save ourselves while the rest of the world goes to hell. Wealth
and sex are the secrets of the good life in our time!

II

Well, everything depends, does it not, on what you think is the
goal and the end of life, the meaning and purpose of life, if any, and
on what you personally wish to get out of life.

When he was 28 years old, Thoreau went to Walden Pond to discover
the answer to just such questions:

"I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to
front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn
what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that
I had not lived.!i








