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THE NEXT QUESTION

"What must I do to be saved?"

—Acts 16:30

We human beings are not the only animals who are curious, but
we are the only ones who ask questions. I happen to have had a close
acquaintance with cats: my mother used to raise them and I have
observed tremendous curiosity in them as well as in other animals.
Perhaps if all those animals were capable of speech, they too would
ask questions.

Because we humans take longer than any other animal to grow to
maturity, and because we ask questions, we have become the most advanced
of all animals. Never discourage your children from asking questions.
Rather encourage them. That is how they learn. I recognize that those
questions can sometimes lead a mother to the verge of a nervous break
down; questions like

"Who created God?"
"Why is the sky blue?"
"Where did I come from?"
"Could God make a rock so heavy he couldn't lift it?"

but those questions indicate intellectual curiosity and are to be
praised, not condemned. They are the means by which we humans learn
and grow.

Let me call to your attention a question Jesus once asked. He was
in Jerusalem at a place near which a number of you have been, close to
the Lion's Gate, a place called the Sheep-Pool. He observed there a
crowd of sick and disabled people who lay near the pool hoping to
experience a miraculous cure. Tradition had it that the first person
in the pool, when the waters became somehow mysteriously disturbed,
would be healed of whatever illness possessed him. Jesus approached
one man, who: John says had been a cripple for 38 years, and asked him
a question. On the face of it the question seems foolish, even cruel,
for the question was, "Do you want to be healed?"

If you were sick would you not want to be healed? Would you not
perhaps resent such a question? Why then did Jesus ask it? Well, have
you ever known anyone who seemed to enjoy their illness? I have. It
focused attention on them and attention is what they desired. If this
man who had been crippled for so long, and had laid at the Sheep-Pool
for so long, were suddenly to be healed, what would he do? He could
no longer make his living begging. He would have to learn a trade and
go to work. "Do you really want to be healed?" It was an appropriate
question and when Jesus ascertained the answer he then caused the man
to be healed.








