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TOUGH, BUT OH SO GENTLE

"...do you imagine that you... will escape the
judgment of God?1'' D 0 _ ,.._.

—Romans 2:3 (NE)

There used to be an old gospel hymn which ran as follows:

"Are you ready? Are you ready?
Ready for the Judgment Day?

When the saints and the sinners
Shall be parted right and left—

Are you ready for the Judgment Day?"

It no doubt caused some sense of alarm in those who sang it and
who believed that someday, in God's good time, there would indeed be
a final, catastrophic Judgment Day when the righteous would be rewarded
and sinners be cast into everlasting punishment.

The Christian idea of a last judgment springs from but one
passage in the Gospel of Matthew wherein Jesus suggests that if a person
does a good deed for his neighbor he also does it for Christ, and
urges his followers to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked, and care for the stranger. His concluding words are
these:

"And he shall seat the sheep on his right hand but the
goats on the left. Then shall the King say to those on
his right hand, Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world..."

But to those on the left who do not follow Jesus* admonitions
are directed these words:

"And these shall go away into everlasting punishment..."

"Are you ready for the Judgment Day
When the saints and the sinners
Shall be parted right and left?"

Although there are many mentions of judgment in the Gospels this
passage in Matthew is the only mention of one final Judgment Day.

In none of his letters does Paul mention a Judgment Day. But
Paul, like Jesus, does mention Judgment, and when he writes to the
Christians in Rome he condemns some of them for doing themselves what
they condemn in others, and then exhorts them,

"Do you imagine you will escape the judgment of God?"

And of course only one answer is possible: fou will not.








