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IS K)UR GOD BIG ENOUGH?

"For with God nothing shall be impossible."
—Luke 1:37

About a month ago I received a letter from a young mother in
another city who grew up in this church and whom I have known for over
20 years. She is a very intelligent and a very sensitive person for
whom I have the highest regard. Her name is Ginny, and this sermon is,
in part, an answer to her letter and the questions she posed in it.

She has been following the television series, "Cosmos", which
features the astronomer, Carl Sagan. Although Carl Sagan is a brilliant
scientist he is also something of an iconoclast, and so far as tradi
tional religion is concerned, an agnostic at best.

Through that program Ginny has been confronted with the question
of infinity—the macrocosm and microcosm of the universe. She writes:

"I have tried to think of infinity often but have never
been able to get past 'very, very large, and then even larger1."

That's not quite the definition I give the Covenant Class when
I am teaching it, but it is not bad. Infinity is beyond measurement
and therefore words like "large" just will not do. Infinity means
without any limitations at all. As Sir Walter Raleigh pointed out,
there could be only one infinity, for that one would encompass all
others.

Ginny goes on to point out that Christianity

"is obviously based on a very small world-view—God made
the world (only one) in seven days, Christ is the only Son
of God, God knows the fall of every sparrow."

Ginny is, of course, talking about very orthodox and traditional
Christianity. I doubt that there are very many people in this congre
gation this morning who believe any of those things literally.

Ginny next raises the question of evolution and says,

"I've never thought God's plan could not have worked out
through evolution, but...many more forms of life have flourished
and become extinct than now exist, and had climatic conditions
or even chance factors been different, the most intelligent
form of life on earth today might look and act entirely differ
ently; might even still live in water. What does this do to our
concept that we are made in God's image?"








