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IS HE COMING?

"I will not leave you comfortless: I will
come to you." , __John l4.l8

There is an old story known to every minister which tells of the
young man preaching his first sermon in his first church. It was a
small country church and had a rather rickety old pulpit which stood
right in front of the first row of pews. Being the young man's first
sermon in his new parish, the church was filled even to the first row.
The new minister was obviously nervous. He began his sernion by quoting
his text, "Behold, I come." In his nervousness, however, he forgot what
came next so he repeated the text, "Behold, I come", and accompanied it
with appropriate gestures. He still could not remember what came next
so a third time he repeated it, but this time accompanied by leaning
far forward over the pulpit and shouting, "Behold, I come."

Unfortunately, at that moment, the pulpit collapsed and he found
himself sprawled across the lap of a maiden lady sitting in the front
row. He began to apologize profusely, to which the maiden lady
responded, "That's perfectly all right. After all, you warned me three
times."

This is the first Sunday of Advent and for Christians Advent is
traditionally a period of prayer and preparation marking the coming into
the world of Jesus Christ. The Jewish people, for centuries before
Jesus' nativity, believed that someone was going to come from God, a
messiah, who would establish peace and justice in the world. Since
Jesus' time millions of Christians have believed that Jesus would return
to the world to establish peace and justice.

Such an expectation can, of course, be an excuse for some men and
women to do nothing save to wait for God to send them a deliverer. Such
people are reminiscent of the disciples on the shore of the Sea of
Galilee following the appearance of Jesus to them immediately before his
ascension. After he had ascended a voice out of heaven said to them,
"ife men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing into heaven?" Why indeed should
they stand gazing into heaven when there was work to be done.

There have been lots of people who have done little more than gaze
into heaven, waiting and hoping that a Messiah of some kind would
descend and straighten out the mess we humans have made here on earth.

I grew up in an area and among a people who call themselves the
"Latter Day Saints", more commonly known as Mormons. They certainly have
not stood by doing nothing, but they have believed from the very begin
ning with their founder, Joseph Smith, that the end of the world as we
know it is very near and that Jesus will soon return, in this case,
to Salt Lake City, and establish his kingdom of justice and righteousness.
I think, personally, it would be a wise choice!








