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INVESTMENTS AND DIVIDENDS

"They think religion should yield dividends."
—I Timothy 6:6

There are few of us who do not watch television at least occasion

ally. It is the almost universal piece of modern furniture. It has
been dubbed by some the "boob tube". It is not, however, the TV set
that is stupid or gullible, nor those who produce what is to be seen
on it. The "boobs" are those of us who watch it when it offers us
material that is inane, immoral, or an offense to our finer sensibilities

If you watch television at all you will be familiar with some of
these admonitions which are presented to us "boobs" in an attempt to
persuade us to purchase certain products:

"fou owe it to yourself."
"?ou only go around once...get all the gusto you can."
"fou deserve a break today."

And perhaps the worst of all:

"It's expensive but I'm worth it."

Considering the philosophy of life which such statements reflect,
I would like you to consider this question: Can you imagine, in your
wildest flight of imagination, the carpenter from Nazareth, Jesus the
Christ, speaking on any of these themes to the poor, the dispossessed,
that ragtag collection of a subject people who gathered in the fields
or on the seashore to hear his words of hope and promise? Are such
admonitions as these consistent with his philosophy?

There are, no doubt, many reasons why Christianity and the
Christian church has lost much of its appeal in the latter half of the
twentieth century. There is no need to enumerate those reasons here.
But surely one reason must be that in an affluent age, and in a strongly
materialistic society, many men and women just cannot see that
Christianity and the Christian church are investments that will ever
pay them any dividends. They have been taught by the culture in which
they live always to inquire: "What's in it for me?" or "What will I get
out of it?" They tend to ignore the questions, "What can I put into it?"

"How can I serve others?" "What does God want me to do?"

St. Paul, in the first century, was well aware of this propensity
to put the self first and he wrote of it to the young Timothy:
"They think that religion should yield dividends."








