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THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS

"Where there is no vision the people perish; but he that
keepeth the law, happy is he."

—Proverbs 29:18

*ou and I belong to the first generation of Americans who believe
that happiness belongs to us by some kind of divine right. No other
people in history, so far as I am able to determine, have ever believed
that.

Let us probe history for a moment. When Moses felt GodTs call
and returned to Egypt where he knew his life would surely be in danger,
and then sought to procure the release of the Hebrew slaves, and
through 40 bitter, struggling years, led them through the wilderness
into a country which offered only the promise of a better future,
then was denied entry into that country himself, do you suppose Moses
was happy?

As the prophet Isaiah wept over the death of his king and heard
God telling him to go prophesy to a people who would not listen to him,
do you suppose Isaiah was happy?

When Jesus determined to "do the will of him who sent me", to go
to Jerusalem where he knew his enemies would seek to kill him and where
the people in Pilate1s courtyard shouted, "Cruelty, crucify", can you
imagine that Jesus was happy?

When Albert Schweitzer forsook the honors Europe was waiting to
give him as a great organist and go to Africa as a medical missionary
to help repay the white man's debt to the black man, was it all done
out of a desire for personal happiness?

When Annie Sullivan devoted herself to Helen Keller all those
years was she doing it out of a passion for her own happiness?

And if in their particular circumstances, all these persons
failed to discover happiness, what should they have done? Should they
have ignored God's call? Should they have argued that such courses
would be foolish for them because such courses were not designed to
produce their personal and private happiness? Should they have
complained that God wasn't fair? For each one of them, and for
thousands of others in similar positions, was there not something of
far greater importance and significance than the search for personal
happiness which can be, and often is, transmuted into self-centeredness.

II

Confront this question this morning: Who is the happiest person
you know? Not who is the person you think ought to be the happiest
person,but the penson you feel confident is, right now, the happiest
person you know?








