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THE EIGHTH DA* OP CREATION

I heard a story about Michelangelo in which he .was pushing a
huge piece of rock down a street. A curious neighbor sitting lazily
on the porch of his house called to him and inquired why he labored so
over an old piece of stone. Michelangelo is reported to have answered,
"Because there is an angel in that rock that is calling to come out."

In the creative mind of this individual there was beauty and
meaning within the rough form of a rock. The stone was not cast
aside, but rather molded into a religious expression of significance—
both to the individual and the people his creativeness in action touched
As the artist discovers that there is a direct relationship between
the inner drives and outer forms of material, so we discover that
creativity in our inner lives has a direct relationship to creativity
in the outside world. Deny the expression of these gifts, which often
lie dormant, and you deny God's gift to mankind, CREATIVENESS. This
ability to create lies in everyone of us.

Which brings me to the central point of this morning's message:
that Creativeness in the world is the "Eighth Day of Creation"; for
in every person is the creation story. Prom the moment of your birth
to the passing from this age you are in the process of creating, as
well as being created. Some are active and others passive in this
miracle. Some rest on the laurels of their past while others speculate
on their future. Both failing to recognize the significance of God's
gift'for them. Jesus recognized our inabilities to see our true selves
and who and what we really were. This is why he spoke in parables.

Parables are an expression of our inner searching. It taps the
wellspring of our creativity. As we find meaning in the parable we
uncover meaning and significance in our lives. This is one of the
reasons the same stories bring about such vast and varied discussions.
We bring to each parable our own interpretations! The parable of the
talents (Matthew 25) says nothing about equality of gifts or equality
of distribution, but it does promise the same reward to all—the joy of
being a creator, of using the two or five talents given to us by the
Master. But our sympathy seems drawn to the servant who buried his one
talent for fear of losing it, "I was afraid, and I went and hid your
talents in the ground." We sympathize with that. Why? Because so
buried away are our gifts or talents, that we don't know what or where
they are. We need to ask questions which will help us uncover our
talents and reveal God's Eighth Day of Creation: our creativeness.

And so now come the questions:

1. What is the will of God?
2. How will we know his will for us?






