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JESUS AND HIS NATURE

"!And you,' he asked, fwho do you say I am?1"
—Matthew 16:15

This is the second in a series of sermons which, for me at
least, are a bit unique. As I explained last Sunday, each of the
sermons in this series will be divided into two parts: the first part
will deal with what I do not believe about the particular theological
subject under discussion; the second part will deal with what I do
believe.

Again, as I explained last Sunday, I do this with the conviction
that sometimes we must rid ourselves of false or inadequate beliefs
before we can begin to see and comprehend better and more satisfying
concepts. What I share with you, therefore, is something of my own
personal spiritual pilgrimage; what I have come to believe and what
I have rejected.

In speaking of "God and His Will" last week, I indicated that
I did not believe in the orthodox position subscribed to by all
branches of the Catholic Church and by most Lutheran Churches, that
Jesus is somehow or other to be identified with or equated with God.

Of course, I am not the first to disagree with this position.
The discussion dates back to the earliest history of the Christian
church and occasioned a number of church councils meeting for the
purpose of defining, as far as humanly possible, the precise balance
between JesusT divinity and his humanity. One typical example is the
creed of Nicaea, which reads in part:

"We believe...in one Lord Jesus Christ, the son of God,
begotten of the Father, only-begotten, that is, of the
substance of the Father, God of God, light of light, true God
of true God, begotten not made, of one substance with the
Father, through whom all things were made, things in heaven
and things on the earth; who for us men and for our salvation
came down and was made flesh, and became man..."

Personally, I have always found such verbal gymnastics to be
somewhat less than helpful. The comments after last Sunday's sermon,
and some of the mail I have received during the week, suggest that
others have had the same feeling.

As we proceed to discuss this subject today, we should remember
that we are Congregational Christians. We do not belong to an
authoritative church. We eschew hard dogma and confining creeds.
We are not judgmental toward those who disagree with us, and we feel
that the way to truth involves some honest doubt and some difficult
searching. We feel that faith should be reinforced by reason, or
at least not be contradictory to logic and reason. In other words, we
have not arrived at truth with a capital "T", but are pilgrims on a
spiritual adventure.








