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CALLED TO BE FREE

"fou, my friends, were called to be free." —Galatians 5:13
"The only thing that counts is faith active in love."

—Galatians 5:6

This morning I wish to speak with you briefly about the New
Testament book of Galatians. The book is a letter of Paul's written
to some first century Christians somewhere in Asia Minor, exactly
where we are not certain.

This little epistle, appropriately enough for this day closest
to the Fourth of July, was Paul's declaration of religious indepen
dence. It has been an inspiration for all others seeking religious
freedom since Paul's time. Martin Luther said of it,

"The epistle to the Galatians is my epistle; I have
betrothed myself to it: it is my wife."

History does not record how Mrs. Luther reacted to that remark.

Of this little letter, the Interpreter's Bible has this to say:

"It is the Magna Charta of the Christian faith
repudiating all authorities, institutions, customs and
laws that interfere with the direct access of the
individual to his God. Written with no thought that
it would become scripture to be read for thousands of
years, this short letter speaks to the supreme need
of all men in all times."

Perhaps we might then be permitted to ask, What is the supreme
need of all men in all times? The answer in the book of Galatians
is clear. For Paul that supreme need was the need to be spiritually
free. He might well have gone a step further but he lived in a society
not yet conditioned for other kinds of freedom. Slavery was still
common in his day and Israel, his nation, had not known freedom from
neighboring oppressors save but for a few years during all of its
history. Had conditions been otherwise Paul might well have declared
that the supreme need of all men in all times is for spiritual and
political freedom. Without both kinds of freedom men and women can
never be at their best and can never attain to their fullest potential.

If you assume, as I assume, that God desires the best for all
mankind, then Paul was indeed correct when he insisted, "?ou, my
friends, were called to be free," for certainly freedom is among the
best of all possible goods if not the supreme good.
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The history of the United States of America certainly records a
great longing for freedom. That longing was inherent in the actions of
the Mayflower Pilgrims, as it was in those who met and formulated the










