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PERSONAL INTEGRITY

"Care as much about each other as about yourselves. "

--Romans 12:16

A week or two ago a member of this congregation, who also happens
to be a teacher, came to see me with a tape recorder in his hand. He
indicated that he desired to interview me. We all tend to be flattered
when someone wants our opinion and so I was duly flattered.

Only a month or two earlier a reporter from one of our large
metropolitan dailies had also come to interview me. He stayed for over
half an hour and really seemed interested in what I had to say on the
subject he proposed to write about. When his article on the subject was
finally published, however, I was not even mentioned.

At any rate, my friend, the teacher, wanted to interview me on the
subject of Abraham Lincoln, and what he was particularly interested in
was why so many people consider Lincoln to be one of our greatest
Americans. And lest my words in that interview also abide forever in
obscurity, I want to give you the essence of what I replied.

It is my strong feeling that the reason Abraham Lincoln has such
a large place in the hearts of his countrymen is twofold. He has been
almost universally admired, first, because he was a man of humble
origins who rose to greatness, but more importantly because he was a man
of honor. His sobriquet, "Honest Abe", was not a misnomer. It was a
faithful description of a president who had very humble beginnings and
who cherishedwhat may be called the humble virtues. Abraham Lincoln,
even if you disagree with some of his activities as president, and I do
disagree with at least one of them, is one whom you must nevertheless
admire for his personal integrity.

Integrity means wholeness or completeness, and is well defined by
the words of Polonius to Laertes in Shakespeare's :,Hamlet",

"This above all: to thine own self be true.
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man."

One gets the impression today that personal integrity may be a
vanishing virtue. Certainly it does not seem to be of great concern
to the average run-of-the-mill politician who can express a strong
conviction today and tomorrow take a stand which absolutely contradicts it

Nearly 20 years ago the president of a large university authorized
a survey of the student body to determine student attitudes toward
cheating. The survey revealed that 40% of the students refused to
acknowledge cheating on exams to be reprehensible. If that was true
20 years ago one almost shudders to think what the student attitude
might be today.






