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EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN

"Now is Christ risen from the dead. "
—I Corinthians 15:20

All of us know, of course, that today is Easter Sunday. Few of
us may know that the word "Easter" does not appear in the Bible, save
for one occasion in the book of Acts, and then only in the King James
translation. The word which is translated "Easter" there refers to
the Passover and Easter was really unknown to the early Christians.
It was not in their language. It was read back into the book of Acts
by the King James translators in 1611.

The word "Easter" comes from Scandinavia and was the name of the
Norse god of the dawn. Easter, therefore, represents the rising of
the sun in the early morning. The Christians of the medieval church
took this pagan idea and translated it into the rising of Jesus Christ
from the grave and his victory over the darkness of death.

It is on Easter that the church proclaims life to be stronger
than death and announces to the world,

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

That Christian faith, to the effect that life is eternal, is a
wonderful and a glorious faith indeed. But we must admit that it is
only a faith and not an established fact; not as our modern, sophisti
cated, scientific world views facts. For some Christians it may not
even be faith; it may be only a vague and wistful hope.

Every year great throngs crowd the cathedrals, the basilicas
and the churches on Easter Sunday to celebrate this great faith and
this strong hope. Sometimes one wonders why they come. Why this urge
to be in church on Easter Sunday? Is it because there is some great
longing in the human mind and heart that craves satisfaction and it
can only be satisfied by a restatement of this faith? Or is it merely
because Easter is a kind of sacred tradition which demands a habitual
response? Whatever the case may be, it does indicate that Easter
strikes some meaningful chord in the minds and hearts of great
multitudes of people.

II

No man or woman, it seems to me, can examine the life and the
teachings of Jesus Christ, come to the end of that story at Golgotha,
and not insist that the universe demands such a life to be stronger
than death. Most of us most surely share the strong feelings of the
Polish anthropologist, Malinowski, when he cries:

"Personally to me, nothing really matters except the answer to the
burning question, 'Am I going to live, or shall I vanish like a bubble?
What is the aim andcissue of this strife and suffering?'"








