
March 16, 1980
Matthew 13:53-58
Norman S. Ream

LIVING WITH FAILURE

"...he did not many mighty works there."
—Matthew 13:58

It is difficult for those of us who have been lifetime Christians,
and who have been taught to venerate Jesus as the epitome of all that is
highest and best in human life, to accept any suggestion that he might
ever have failed at anything. let the Gospels are not reluctant to
suggest that Jesus did indeed become acquainted with failure. In that,
at least, he is pictured as being clearly human.

Our text, and the story from which it is taken, implies that Jesus
failed to do what he would have liked to have done in his own home town

of Nazareth. As the New English translation puts it, "And he did not
work many miracles there: such was their want of faith." The blame for
Jesus' failure is placed on the people's lack of faith, but nevertheless
it was Jesus who failed. As a matter of fact, he barely escaped from
Nazareth with his life.

There is even stronger evidence that Jesus understood the meaning
of failure. As mentioned last Sunday, Jesus seemed unable to convince
his disciples that they too were capable of doing some of the mighty
things that he had done. He lamented the lack of faith that prevented
them from curing an epileptic boy. But it was he who had been unable
to convince them to have a stronger faith. That certainly is failure
of a sort.

The Gospel of Mark tells us that in Capernaum Jesus "healed many",
leaving the implication that he did not, and perhaps could not, heal
all who came to him.

Again, when Jesus was confronted by the rich young man who wanted
to know what he had to do to enter the kingdom of heaven, and was told
that he had to sell his possessions, give to the poor, take up his cross
and follow Jesus, that rich young man went away sorrowful. In othei
words, Jesus failed to win him.

But for the greatest apparent failure of all, we must look at the
total mission of Jesus. When he finally hung on the Cross who would
have said at that point that his life was a smashing success? Wherein
was his victory then? At that point his entire life seemed to be
a failure. Surely the disciples thought so. They were utterly dis
couraged and gave up the whole business as nothing more than an idle
dream. "We had hoped" they said, "that he was the one to save Israel."

This then leads us to the all important point of this sermon which
is that our failures never need to remain failures unless we permit them
to do so. All our failures are only apparent failures. If we learn
from them, if we build on them, they can be stepping stones to our
future victories.








