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LIVING WITH SUFFERING

"... how long shall I suffer you,"
--Matthew 17:17

I would like to begin this morning by paraphrasing the story
contained in our scripture reading. It is a relatively simple one.

A man one day came to Jesus, knelt in front of him and begged
him to heal his son who was apparently an epileptic. "He often falls
into the fire and into the water," said the father. Luke has a parallel
story and records that the boy sometimes foamed at the mouth. The
father went on to say that he had brought the son to the disciples for
a cure but they could not help him. Jesus then laments the disciples'
lack of faith, and that of men and women in general, and asks a
rhetorical question: "What an unbelieving and perverse generation.
How long must I suffer you?" He then proceeds to heal the boy.

I chose this passage from Matthew because it suggests more than
one kind of suffering, and there are indeed many different kinds of
suffering. The New Testament Greek testifies to that fact by using
a number of different words which in the English are all translated
into the one word "suffer". Let me share with you four different
passages:

1. "Suffer the little children to come unto me and
forbid them not. "

2. "Suffer me first to go and bury my father."

3. "The son of man is to suffer. "

The fourth example is this story of Jesus healing the epileptic, wherein
he says, "How long shall I suffer you."

All of these passages, in the King James translation, use the
word "suffer", let in the Greek all four words thus translated
"suffer" are different words, which indicates the Greek understanding
that there are indeed various kinds of suffering and so different
words are required to convey the different shades of meaning.

In the story with which we are concerned, there is first of all
the suffering of the father whose son has epilepsy. Every parent will
understand that kind of suffering. It may well be the worst of all—
enduring the suffering of someone we love. Then there is the suffering
of the son who, in his calm and normal moments, knows he is afflicted
with a dreadful disease, and in those times when he is so afflicted,
may do himself great injury by falling into the fire or the water.
His suffering then becomes physical. Next, there is the suffering of
Jesus who has a great and wonderful insight into the love and power
of God which he seems unable to communicate to his disciples.








