
February 17, 1980
Ecclesiastes 3:1-7
Norman S. Ream

LISTEN TO THE SILENCE

"There was silence in heaven about the
space of half an hour. "

--Revelation 8:1

It is a very noisy world you and I live in.

LetTs consider it for a few minutes. First, there are the street
noises. I am fortunate in having a relatively quiet place in which
to work, but everyday and all day, I can hear the noise of traffic on
the streets adjacent to the church. Frequently I hear the sounds of
sirens as police, firemen or medics rush to the rescue of those in
distress. I regularly hear the noise of buses and of nearby trains.

Many of you work in factories where there is a continual blare
of noise. Some work in offices where modern labor-saving office-
machines create noise.

Think of all the house-noises to which we are subjected in our
modern age: the furnace going on and making a noise that sounds like
money being sucked right from our pockets into the coffers of the oil
and gas suppliers, the noises of the refrigerator, the microwave oven,
the telephone, the doorbell, radio, television. And do you realize
that all of these are noises men and women never heard one hundred
years ago? Even the fluorescent lights in my study make a noise, a
small one, but a noise nevertheless.

Last summer I climbed to the top of a 14,000 foot peak in Colorado
and there one would suppose that the sounds of civilization would be
totally muted. But it was not so. Even at that height and in that
solitude I frequently heard the noise of jet airplanes flying high
overhead.

There is so much man-created noise in our modern world it is
difficult and relatively rare to hear the pure sounds of nature; the
songs of the birds, the sighing of the wind, the rustling of leaves,
the singing of crickets. Very few people today ever experience absolute
silence, or even relative silence. The sounds of nature are mixed with
the noises of civilization.

II

The Bible has some things to say about silence. The author of
Ecclesiastes, as we have already noted, reminds us that there is a time
to speak and a time to keep silent. We recall, during Lent, that
Christ was silent as he stood before Pilate. When Job had all of
his trouble we are told that there was a.period of silence just before
God spoke to him. Very significant, I would say. The little known book
of Habakkuk gives us the words used so frequently in calls to worship:








