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IS THERE AM WORD PROM THE LORD?

"Thus saith the Lord* the God of Israel..."

—Jeremiah 37:7

Earlier this week I opened my morning paper only to find that it
was filled with more bad news than usual—and usual is certainly bad
enough. The people who put out newspapers seem to equate "news" with
"bad news". If they tell us any good news it is only because they feel
that there is a strong possibility it will soon turn into bad news.

On this particular morning there was the news that perhaps more
than 50 prisoners in a New Mexico prison had been cruelly tortured and
slain by their fellow prisoners, that it was quite possible the Russians
were responsible for an atrocity in Afghanistan in which over a thousand
men were slaughtered, and that a half dozen or more of our esteemed
congressmen were involved in corrupt practices involving bribery. All
that, and more, on one page.

Reading it all I could share the pessimism and the cynicism of
that cartoonist whose cartoon appearing in the Wall Street Journal on
that very same day showed a man and his wife—at least one optimistically
supposes it was his wife—standing on a balcony looking up at the night
sky while the man exclaims, "If there is any life up there I certainly
hope it isn't life as we know it."

We are indeed living in a time of cynicism and despair and it is
not easy to be optimistic and hopeful. Again, last week, when I met with
a group of men from this congregation at a weekly breakfast, I took with
me copies of a statement about the nature of man which I felt was
positive and inspiring. I did it precisely because I wanted to lift
those men out of their usual pessimism and feeling of discouragement.
But their mood was not to be changed in spite of my best effort. They
seemed to be victims of a kind of national gloom. So deep is that gloom
that they seem reluctant even to hope for the best.
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But this is not a new experience for the human race and it is not,
contrary to what some ultra-conservative religious groups may claim,
a sign that we are living at the end of the age and God has had it with
the human creatures he put on the earth so many centuries ago. I am one
who believes that this earth is the Lord's and man will never be able
totally to obliterate man. Life is a very persistent force. We can be
somewhat pessimistic about western civilization (and I am) but we ought
never be pessimistic about man.

Let us go back in history 2500 years. The last king of Judah before
the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 BC was Zedekiah. At the time with
which I am concerned he had put the prophet Jeremiah in prison, and now
while he was being besieged by the Chaldeans on the one hand and the
Egyptians on the other, he had the prophet brought before him. The king
knew he had disobeyed God by making an alliance with the Egyptians so he
put a question to the prophet: "Is there any word from the Lord?"






