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FREEDOM WITHOUT DISCIPLINE

"Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from
the Garden of Eden.. . "

--Genesis 3:23

According to the ancient Genesis account of creation, God made
all that is and then pronounced it good. The good, or the perfect,
however, is an ideal or an abstraction existing only in the mind of God.
£ou and I would not know a perfect world if we saw one for we have no
other world than this by which to make a comparison.

It is not easy for us to believe that this world, so full of war,
famine and disease, plus all the natural disasters that occur, can in
any sense be a perfect world. If it is perfect, then it must be so only
in the eyes of God, and then perfect only in the sense that it is the
perfect means for accomplishing the purpose or purposes which God had
in mind when he created it.

We humans may be excused, one would think, if we have some
lingering doubt that everything God made was good. Isaac Watts, in his
beautiful hymn, "I Sing the Mighty Power of God", proclaims the tradi
tional and orthodox point of view:

I sing the mighty power of God3 That made the mountains rise.
That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained The sun to rule the day;
The moon shines full at his command, And all the stars obey.

I sing the goodness of the Lord, That filled the earth with food.
He formed the creatures with his word, And then pronounced

them good.

But Isaac Watts says nothing about snakes and scorpions, about
earthquakes and tornadoes. There is also a story, to the effect that
after God created man he looked at him carefully and said, "I can do
better." Then he created woman.

In any event man and woman were placed in the Garden of Eden,
presumably a perfect environment. But man and woman had been given
by God what no other creature in all creation had—free will. All else
that God had created was by nature good. Man and woman, with their free
will, would have to demonstrate that they were good. They only had a
potential for goodness. If they used their free will wisely that
potential would make it possible for them to arrive at a goodness far
in excess of any possessed by the other creatures God had made. It was
to be a goodness achieved, not a goodness thrust upon them.








