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IN THE TIME OF TROUBLE

It is the ancient book of Job which insists that "man is born
to trouble as the sparks fly upward", and few of us live very long
before offering a fervent "amen" to Job's dreary assertion. As one man
put it, "I know that into each life some rain must fall, but I get the
feeling that someone is seeding my clouds."

We can all too easily get that feeling as we confront the diffi
culties and challenges which life has a habit of presenting to us.
But if God had not wanted us to have the opportunity to confront
trouble he would no doubt have created an entirely different world.

No rational person goes out each day looking for trouble. None of
us is apt to pray "God, give me some trouble today so I can overcome
it and thus develop my character." We don't have to because we know
that trouble is a part of life and we are going to confront it from
time to time whether we want to or not.

Most of us also know that trouble is not all bad if we face It
in the right way. We can indeed use it to strengthen our lives. As
has been said many times, it is not what happens to us that matters,
nearly so much as how we react to what happens to us. We often have
no choice concerning what will happen to us, but we always have a
choice concerning how we will use what happens to us.

If it is true that trouble is a normal and natural part of every
life, you and I ought to prepare ourselves to meet it. A man who knows
that food will be scarce in a month or two is foolish not to take some
steps to prepare for that emergency, just as in these northern climes
we take numerous steps to prepare for the cold winter we know lies
ahead of us; putting up the storm windows, checking the furnace, filling
the fuel tank, etc., etc.

We are foolish if we wait until the emergency is upon us before
we act.. let many people do precisely that with their moral and
spiritual lives. They live as if they were now, and would forever
continue to be, immune from trouble. Then when trouble inevitably
arrives it finds them completely unprepared, and as a consequence,
desolate.

There is a passage in that 116th Psalm which warns us of this
lack of vigilance and preparation. Did you catch it? It's right at
the beginning. The Psalmist says,

"The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of
hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow. Then I
called upon the name of the Lord; r0 Lord....deliver my soul. '"








