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GIVE ME ONE THING MORE

A number of years ago on this Thanksgiving Sunday I preached a
sermon in which I expressed thanks to God for the various and abundant
blessings which we as Americans enjoy. A few days later I received from
a young man in the congregation a letter accusing me of hypocrisy for
thus being thankful for material things when so many people in the world
were in such desperate need.

Although I thought the young man was wrong, I could well understand
how he felt. One almost does feel guilty thanking God for a warm home,
plenty of food and an abundance of worldly riches when faced daily with
news of human beings elsewhere who have no homes and who are slowly but
surely starving to death. One with a tender conscience and a sensitive
spirit must indeed find himself asking, "Why is it, Lord, that I have so
much when others have so little?"

Part of the answer is of course due to an accident of birth. We
may have been born into a country where there is peace and prosperity
rather than one where there is constant political conflict, repeated
droughts, and too many, people.

Perhaps also part of our good fortune was that God blessed us with
talents and abilities beyond the average and which we were able to use
to lift ourselves out of the possibility of poverty and need.

But whatever the reason, you and I are blessed. Certainly we ought
humbly to recognize that. We live in the freest country in the world,
the richest country in the world, a land of great opportunity where a
very small minority of the population is in actual physical need, and
where, if their real and genuine needs were known, they would be met by
neighbors, by the churches, or by any number of kind-hearted and generous
Americans—the most generous peopAe in the whole world.

We are indeed a people who have been blessed, and if anyone feels
guilty over his possessions, he is of course free to disencumber himself
of them. One doesn!t see too many people doing that. On the contrary,
one usually hears from those who want to give away other people's
possessions.

And so, though I can understand the feelings of that young man who
wrote me, I find it impossible for my own part not to be thankful for the
many wonderful blessings that are mine, both material and non-material.
I would feel like an ingrate if I did not express my thanks.

If I may now inject a little economics into this sermon, may I refer
to a conviction held by many well-meaning people today which is the
assumption that there is only so much wealth in our world and that if
you or I have a big share of that wealth it necessarily means that others
will have less. According to that theory, if Americans had less in the
way of material goods and services, the people of the third world would
have more. It is a false economic premise and very easily disproved.








