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THE BEYOND THAT IS WITHIN

Last Sunday we spoke of how the power and majesty of the physical
world speaks of God. In seeking to define and describe that world,
we borrowed a phrase from the book of Job in which, after he had
described it in his pre-scientific terminology, he concluded that all
that we see of the universe about us is but the fringe of God's power.

Gerald Heard referred to the God that is revealed in nature as

"the Beyond that is beyond", and it is the subject matter of what
we refer to as natural theology. But then he urged us to go further
and to study "the Beyond that is within", or what we may call personal
or interior theology.

Nature and the physical world reveal a creative God. Its message
to most of us is, "?es, there is, or was, a mighty power that created
the universe and put all things into motion."

But natural theology doesnft tell us much more than that and
what we really want to know is whether or not that mighty, creative
power and force, the fringes of "Those activity we see manifested in
our natural environment, is a personal, caring God. Is he concerned
about these human creatures? Is he aware of us in our daily struggle
for a little happiness? Can we gain some insight into the nature of
that all-powerful Creator to see if he is indeed the kind of God Jesus
held him to be?

What we seek therefore is a kind of revelation that comes not
from the physical world of which we are a part, but which comes,
and must come, from within us.

A politician once sought that kind of guidance and revelation
and went to talk to the minister of his church about it. "Go out
into the next campaign we have and lift your eyes toward heaven,"
said the old pastor. "It will bring you a revelation."

When the politician next met with the minister he said that he
had followed that advice. "But no revelation came to me," he
complained. "In fact, the water just ran down my neck and I felt like
an idiot."

"Well now," said the minister. "Wasn't that quite a revelation
for the first try?"

It was Job who described the creative power of God as he under
stood it and then insisted that all we knew of God's creativity was
but "the fringe of his power". It was also Job in the very last
chapter of his book who, at the end of his spiritual struggle, cried
out, "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine
eye seeth thee."
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