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THE FRINGE OF HIS POWER

I want to refer again to the cosmology described by Job in the
passage which served as our scripture reading.

Obviously Job did not have the same understanding of the nature
of the universe as you and I have today. His was a geocentric universe
in which all the heavenly bodies revolved around the earth. Neverthe
less, he knew that the earth rested upon nothing and received its
stability only from the will of the Creator. Today we know that the
will of the Creator is reinforced by what we call gravity. It is a
mighty force indeed. For example, a steel cable of a thickness equal
to the diameter of the earth itself would not be strong enough to hold
the earth in its orbit around the sun. iet that gravitational power
is extended across 93 million miles of space without any material medium.

The natural world, with all of its force and power, and with all
of its mystery, spoke even in the pre-scientific age of the glory and
majesty of God. 'let as Job puts it so forcefully and so beautifully,
all of these manifestations of God in nature "are but the fringe of
his power".

Let me then, at the risk of boring some of you, speak of the
fringes of God?s power as we understand them in our own very sophisti
cated scientific age. Job spoke of God spreading "the canopy of the
sky over chaos". Today we feel sure that there was indeed one great
moment of creation in which there was an explosion of unbelievable
intensity—a single, violent instant of unimaginable chaos. In that
instant, between 15 and 20 billion years ago, our universe was born.

With the truly fantastic journeys of the Voyager and Pioneer
spacecraft to Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, and hopefully on out to the
distant planet Pluto, perhaps the average citizen is beginning to get
a new understanding of the immensity, not only of our universe, but
even of our own little galaxy—180,000 light years across (in miles,
180,000 multiplied by 6 trillion), containing a hundred billion stars.
And from our own galaxy it is 2 million light years to the nearest of
our neighboring galaxies, Andromeda, which contains 300 billion stars.
In addition, we are faced with the enigmas of quasars, black holes,
magnetic fields, anti-matter and sub-atomic particles. And all of
this is but the fringe of Godfs power.

II

Four hundred years before the time of Christ an unknown pre-
ientific scholar wrote these words about epilepsy:sc








