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THE SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge."
—Proverbs 1:7

Almost a year ago I announced that I was going to preach a series
of sermons: One sermon a month on a book of the Bible. If you have
been counting you will know that I have since preached 7 of them and
am slightly behind in my schedule. This morning's sermon is the 8th
in that series and deals with the book of Proverbs.

Oddly enough, we must begin the study of Proverbs by a reference
to the book of Kings. In that book there are these words:

"And God gave Solomon depth of wisdom and insight,
and understanding as wide as the sand on the seashore,
so that Solomon18 wisdom surpassed that of all the men
of the East and of all Egypt....He uttered 3,000 proverbs,
and his songs numbered a thousand and five....Men of all
races came to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and from
all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom he
received gifts." (I Kings 4:29-34)

The first verse of the book of Proverbs informs us that the book
contains "The Proverbs of Solomon, son of David, King of Israel",
and are words by which men may come to wisdom, understanding and
knowledge. But when one comes to know something of the actual life
of Solomon one must have at least a few doubts about his fabled wisdom.
Or perhaps it can be said that, like the rest of us, he frequently
acted in a way not consistent with his wisdom and understanding. As
the Interpreter's Bible puts it,

"It is almost impossible to understand how such encomiums
could be heaped upon one who made so many foolish mistakes
throughout his life...."

We like to dwell on that occasion when Solomon made a wise
decision concerning the true parentage of a baby by offering to slice
the child in two and give half to each woman claimant. But we tend to
forget his folly in oppressing his people, marrying heathen women,
and sanctioning idolatry.

The book of Kings tells us that,

"King Solomon was a lover of women....
He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300
concubines, and they turned his heart from the
truth." (I Kings II:I ff)

Little wonderI And one cannot but question the wisdom of a man
who wilfully acquires 700 mothers-in-law!
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