
June 3, 1979
Holy Communion
Matthew 5:1-16 (NE)
Norman S. Ream

ON BEING SUCCESSFUL

We all seem to be intrigued by success stories. We assume that
if others made it from rags to riches, from obscurity to fame, then
perhaps we can do it too. That we all want to be successful in some
fashion is testified to by the many success motivation programs extant
in our country today. I have no doubt but that Jesus also craved
success, but success of a very different kind than that coveted by most
men and women. Jesus expressed his life's goal in various ways:

"I have come....to save the world."
"I have come that you might have life."
"I have come not to be ministered unto but to minister."
"I have come to seek and to save that which was lost."

And certainly Jesus desired to be successful in the accomplishment of
those ends.

There are, obviously, various kinds of success and various degrees
of success. If to be successful one must accomplish totally, in his
lifetime, what he set out to do, then Jesus was not a success. But if
success is to be measured in terms of the great good one accomplishes
in the world, or the total amount of change for the better which results
from one's life, then Jesus was the greatest success in all of human
history.

If by success we refer to the accumulation of a vast sum of money,
or the achievement of fame and popularity, or the acquisition of power
over others, then success is very easy to measure. John D. Rockefeller
was a success, Elvis Presley was a success, and Adolf Hitler was a
success. But if you look elsewhere than wealth, popularity and power
for your successful people, then it becomes somewhat more difficult
to pick out those who are truly successful.

We are concerned here with those who are successful in the eyes
of God, those who live quiet and unheralded lives like the vast
majority of mankind. What is it that makes those lives successful?
Or are all of us in that category to be considered failures because we
have not achieved great wealth, great fame, or great power?

II

There are many ingredients in success which one could mention.
Self-confidence is surely one. Some call it positive thinking, or
optimism, or faith in oneself. I read once some interesting examples
of it. Here they are:

On the golf course you hit a drive off the tee and lose
sight of it completely in the sun. The first thing you
do is march to the green and -peer into the cup.








