
\

April 8, 1979

Palm Sunday

Luke 22:24-38 (NE)

Norman S. Ream

THE CONFRONTATION

I would like to open today with a quotation from a book being
used by Dr. Richard Stewart in the adult class he has been teaching
in the chapel on Sunday mornings. The book is entitled An Historian's
Review_Qf the Gospels, and is authored by Michael Grant. "These are
his words:

"The most potent figure, not only in the history
of religion, but in world history as a whole, is Jesus
Christ; the maker of one of the few revolutions which
have lasted. Millions of men and women for century
after century have found his life and teaching over
whelmingly significant and moving. And there is ample
reason in this later 20th century why this should
still be so. "

It is the memory of this man, Jesus of Nazareth, which brings us
together this morning, and I hope you can join me in wholeheartedly
agreeing with the conclusion of Professor Grant: Jesus Christ, a
convicted felon, a man with no worldly power or authority, who possessed
a meager amount of this world!s economic goods, and who perished on a
Cross between two thieves, is the outstanding personality of all
recorded history.

On this Palm Sunday I would call your attention to a text con
cerning him found in the Gospel of Luke:

"He steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem."

In the wake of s ch words, it is difficult to imagine how anyone
can believe in predestination or fatalism. Such doctrines are indeed
antithetical to the whole spirit of the New Testament. Not to believe
that Jesus had a free choice is to rob Jesus of all character and to
deny any moral validity to his actions. Such a belief may be an easy
way to shrug off the inevitable consequences of our mistakes, but it is
a dangerous answer to the problems every life must confront.

Jesus had a choice—a free choice. If he did not, then the
words of Michael Grant, which I have just quoted, are meaningless and
any greatness attributed to Jesus is a mere accident of fate without
any ethical consequences.

Jesus had a choice. He did not have to go to Jerusalem. He could
have heeded the voices of his disciples who begged him to stay away
from the headquarters of his enemies. He could have remained in Galilee
where Peter, James and John wanted him to remain.








