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IF GOD IS NOT

There is a young mother in Connecticut with whom I have had a
periodic correspondence during the past dozen years. She grew up in
this congregation and has always delighted me with the searching and
profound questions she asks and which I struggle to answer. I thor
oughly enjoy such interrogators because they force me to think and to
examine and re-examine my own faith.

Recently I heard from this young mother again and this time she
enclosed a little story which I would like this morning to share
with you.

It seems that a theologian and an astronomer had been long-time
friends, but in the course of their relationship had never thoroughly
discussed their respective fields of study. Perhaps each feared the
other might not be interested. At any rate, one winter's night, as
they were sitting before the open fire and enjoying a bit of brandy,
the astronomer finally felt moved to bring up the subject.

"I have some thoughts on religion," he said to the theologian.
"I am certainly not a student of theology, but I've studied some,
thought much and have, come to the conclusion that the essence of
theology can be summed up in the statement, 'Love your neighbor as
yourself.1"

The theologian puffed on his pipe for a few moments, sipped his
brandy, pondered the wisdom of the statement, and then replied, "I have
some thoughts on astronomy. I'm not a student of the subject but I've
read a good deal about it and I have come to the conclusion that the
essence of astronomy can be summed up in the question, 'Twinkle,
twinkle, little star, how I wonder what you are.'"

II

I hope you will agree with me that both the conclusions, that of
the astronomer and that of the theologian, are indeed ridiculously
simple. And yet time after time in my experience I have had men and
women say to me something to the effect that their religion was pretty
much summed up in the Golden Rule; "Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you." That is tantamount to an astronomer saying, "My
concept of astronomy is that the universe is very large."

The Golden Rule, "Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you," and the second commandment, "Love thy neighbor as thyself,"
standing alone, are not adequate as a religion; they are at the most
philosophies, and very inadequate ones at that. The value in prac
ticing the Golden Rule depends wholly on one's self-image, and some
men and women have a very poor self-image.








