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THE MARKS OP MATURITY

One of the characteristics of our 16th president, Abraham Lincoln,
was his inclination to tell a homely story when the conversation or
debate over critical national issues became tense. Here is a rather
typical Lincolnism: If you call a tail a leg, how many legs does a
dog have? Lincoln's answer was, four, because calling a tail a leg
doesn't make it one.

A few years ago the Wisconsin State Legislature passed a bill
which purported to grant adulthood to all young people when they
reached the age of 18. Unfortunately, calling a person an adult does
not make him one, and many states which, like Wisconsin, granted full
adult privileges at the age of 18 are now seeking to change their law,
raising the age to 19, or in some cases even to 21.

The difficulty, of course, is that you can call a person an adult
at any age you desire, but you cannot by that means transform an
immature person into a mature one. Not all young people mature at the
same age, and there are some people who seem never to mature.

Maturity, in other words, does not come with the passage of years
alone but with the development of certain attitudes. Jesus was mature
at the age of 12, if the Gospel of Luke gives us an accurate report.
It was at that time, you will recall, when his parents, thinking him
lost, found him in the temple talking with the priests, and in response
to their questioning, he replied, "Did you not know that I must be
about my Father's business?" That was a very mature attitude and it is
attitude that determines maturity.

II

To have a worthwhile goal in life is one of the first marks of
maturity, and it would be interesting to know if these young people
before us this morning have such a goal. A lot of people have as
their goal in life nothing much better than just to get out of life
everything they can get. They want fun. They want excitement. As
one beer commercial puts it, they want gusto. There's nothing wrong
with wanting some of that, but if that is all one wants, if that is
one's goal in life, then it certainly falls short of being a mature
attitude. God did not give us life and put us here merely that we
might get all the gusto we can get.

To recognize that one has been given certain talents and abili
ties which he ought to use in the service of others—that is a sign of
true maturity.

I want to share with you a true story. I have shared it with
some of you before but there will be many of you here who have not
heard it. It is a story told by Edward Whymper, the famous Alpine








