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THE BUILDER

When my children were young we used to play a game at the dinner
table in which I would ask them questions about the Bible and they
would compete with each other to answer. It was fun, it was competi
tive, and it was educational. I am pretty much of the conviction that
any education which is not fun is not going to be very successful.
In order to heighten the fun I would occasionally slip in a trick
question. One of those trick questions, I recall, was this one:
Who was the shortest man in the Bible?

Do you know? When I ask that question today of adults who think
I am being serious, I usually get the answer, "It was Zaccheus, who
climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus.,? However, the answer
I gave my children was, "It was either Simon the Shuhite, or
Ne-hi-miah!" *

If you have small children I commend this game to you and suggest
that it is an excellent way to teach your children facts about the
Bible. Of course, you have to know something about it yourself. But
the members of the staff would be happy to help you with that problem.

It is about the man Nehemiah that I wish to speak this morning
in another sermon on my series of sermons on books of the Bible.
Nehemiah is a relatively short book in the Old Testament and originally
was part of the book which immediately precedes it, the book of Ezra.
Ezra and Nehemiah are not books one reads everyday. They are not as
inspiring as the Psalms or the Prophets, nor as instructive as the
book of Proverbs. Nevertheless, Nehemiah contains an interesting story
about a dedicated and determined man whose great accomplishment can
perhaps inspire us to more noble lives.

II •

In the year 586 BC the temple in Jerusalem and the walls of
Jerusalem were almost completely destroyed by the invading forces
of Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, and most of the inhabitants were
carried into exile.

The story is recorded in the book of Kings:

"In the fifth month on the seventh day of the month,...
Nebuzaradan....a servant of the King of Babylon came to
Jerusalem and he burned the house of the Lord, and the king's
house and all the houses of Jerusalem....And all the army....
who were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls
around Jerusalem. And the rest of the people who were left
in the city and the deserters who had deserted to the King
of Babylon, together with the rest of the multitude (were)
carried into exile." (II Kings 25:8-11)








