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BE STILL AND KNOW

How was your week? Did you accomplish something significant and
worthwhile? Can you look back on it with a sense of satisfaction? Or
was it another one of those weeks when you can!t figure out where the
time went? You didn't seem to get much done and the only thing you can
say is that you are another week older?

There was once a wise, motherly woman whose job it was to take
care of and watch over some children at an amusement park. She gave
to each of them their spending money for the day and suggested they
might like to spend it on various rides and exhibits. However, all the
children made a bee-line for the merry-go-round and didnft stop riding
it until all their money was gone. The nurse then gave them her
assessment of their action:

"Children, I see you spend your money, I see you
get on and I see you get off, I aska you just one
question, fWhere you been?1"

Well, you and I are going to ask ourselves that same question this
morning. Where have we been and what have we been doing during the past
week, the past year, indeed, for all of our life that is past. How
have we used it?

Someone has suggested that the three great questions every person
must ask himself and give some answer to, are, "Who am I? Where am I?
What am I?" I suppose we all ask those questions in one form or
another, and probably they can all be summed up in another question,
"What is the purpose of life?" The way in which we answer that question
determines how we use life.

To that question, surely one appropriate answer, and probably the
most appropriate answer, is, "The purpose of all human life is to grow;"
to grow in knowledge and in understanding so that one gains some insight
as to who he is, what he is, and where he is. But unfortunately many
people go through life without ever arriving at any meaningful answers
to those basic questions.

II

We face, this morning, the problem of epistemology; how do we
come to know anything? If knowledge is the key to growth, how do we
gain knowledge? Well, first of all, we can learn from experience.
That is the hard way. As Benjamin Franklin pointed out, "Experience
keeps a dear school, but fools will have no other." And let it also
be pointed out that we do not learn from experience nearly as much as
we ought. Experience and old age seem most of the time to go hand in
hand. Now that I have many decades behind me I realize how wise my
father was and how much I could have saved myself if only I had heeded
more of his advice. And how much better off my children would be if
only they would listen to their wise and experienced old father.








