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ENJOY LIFE

If one examines the history of Christianity through the centuries
one has a rather difficult time concluding that it is a religion of joy.
Christian history is full of stories dealing with persecutions, purges,
heresies, inquisitions, bloody crusades and excommunications. Jesus was
never more prophetic than when he warned,

"The father shall be divided against the son, and the
son against the father; the mother against the daughter,
and the daughter against the mother; the mother-in-law
against her daughter-in-law, and the daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law."

Religion often becomes the central and only passion of oneTs
life and then it can, and often does, become so narrowly directed that
it blinds one to the importance of all other relationships. Religion,
as we are able to see it in some of today's cults, is not always an
unadulterated good.

Nevertheless, the Bible is full of admonitions to the effect that
religion should be a thing of joy. David danced in joy before the ark,
the Psalmist declared that in God's presence there was fullness of joy
and that men ought to offer their sacrifices in the tabernacle with joy.
Isaiah the prophet promised the people that if they heeded the command
ments of God, they would know joy. Hear his ringing proclamation:

"For ne shall go out with joy, and be led forth with
peace; the mountains and the hills shall break forth
before you into singing and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands," (55:12)

Surely those words make religion sound like a thing of great joy and
happiness.

In the Parable of the Talents Jesus indicated that the righteous
steward would enter into the "joy of the Lord." In John, Jesus is
quoted as saying,

"These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might
remain in you, and that your joy might be full,"

And finally, in his letter to the young Timothy, Paul argues that God
wants us to enjoy the good things he has given us:

"Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be
not high-minded nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the
living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy, "








