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TRUTH AND CONSEQUENCES

John Henry Newman, a Protestant clergyman who became a Roman
Catholic Cardinal, wrote a hymn which became a favorite with millions
of Christians. It is in our Pilgrim Hymnal and we still sing it
occasionally. It is "Lead Kindly Light", and part of the first verse
reads as follows:

"Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see
The distant scene: one step enough for me. "

J submit that it is a philosophy easier to sing about than to live
by. Most of us, most of the time, would agree that living by faith is
both admirable and necessary. However, we would much prefer to have
knowledge rather than rely on faith with all of its accompanying
uncertainty. We would like to see the distant scene. We would like
to know what tomorrow will bring. We are not keep about putting it
all in the hands pf God and forgetting about it. And of course, God
did not intend that we do that completely. That is why he gave us a
brain and the ability to reason. Follow your reason as far as it
will take you, and when it will take you no further, then put your
faith and confidence in the God of the future to hold securely all
that you commit to Him.
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What I want to share with you this morning is the good news that
there is a way in which you can know something about the future. You
don't need to be a psychic and you don't need to possess a crystal ball.
All you need is some knowledge of the past and some ability to under
stand it and apply it to the future. It is what some would call common
sense, but of course that commodity is relatively uncommon. It is,
I am sure, the ability possessed by the prophets of the Old Testament
when they prophesied and predicted good or evil events for the people
of Israel.

This ability to see the distant scene or predict certain aspects
of the future is based on the reality that there is a certain body of
ultimate truth in the universe which man cannot alter. Because there

is that body of ultimate truth consequences always flow from actions.
We may not be able to predict with certainty the time and the precise
nature of those consequences but we can be absolutely certain that
some consequences, for good or for ill, will occur. We do not live
in a capricious world where things happen accidentally. A nuclear
physicist of renown has written a book entitled Chance And Accident,
in which he concludes that there really is no such thing as chance or
accident, there is onlyOcause and effect, truth and consequences.
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Noel Coward, the playwright, once sent a postcard to a young girl
he knew on which was a picture of the famous armless statue of Venus
De Milo. On the back of the card he wrote: "This is what will happen
to you if you don't stop biting your finger nails!"
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