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ESTABLISHING RIGHT AND WRONG

As does every good parent, when my children were young I tried
to instill into them some standards of right and wrong and give them
an understanding of why certain values are desirable and others less
desirable. That is not always an easy thing to do in our present
generation, nor was it any easier in the last generation. Our moral
climate is not conducive to it. As the author of a recent book on
moral philosophy puts it, "Our age seems to have impressive grounds
for claiming a unique moral chaos." (1)

At any rate, when I was one day engaged in a conversation with
my two sons concerning the subject of morality, and as a dutiful
father sought to impress upon them the moral principles of the Ten
Commandments with an emphasis on honesty, one of my boys asked me
a hard question: "But dad, if you were a football player running for
a touchdown and you knew that you had stepped out of bounds but the
official didn't call it, would you tell the official you had stepped
out of bounds?"

How would you answer your son if he asked you that question or
one like it? More important, what would be the moral basis for your
answer? Should you be honest except where sports are concerned?
Is winning the most important thing of all? Should one be honest
except in cases where he can get away with being dishonest? Is duty
to one's teammates more important than one's duty to himself or to
God? These are all questions which must be considered under the
subject of morality. If you will stay with me for awhile I promise
to share with you the answer I gave to my son's question!

Unfortunately, our generation has not tended to put much stress
on moral philosophy. A previous generation, however, recognized that
if citizens desired a certain quality of society, then a certain kind
of morality was required to achieve or sustain it. A value-neutral
society can achieve nothing but chaos. Our society, which is founded
on the Judeo-Christian principle that individuals are supremely
important, must be sustained by the traditional Judeo-Christian
morality, and that has been sadly lacking during the past few decades.
The shift from moral principles to the new morality, from discipline
to "do your own thing", has eroded and altered the American character
until today many people do not have any strong convictions about
anything.

II

There is a story concerning a man who entered a restaurant and
ordered a bowl of soup. It was placed in front of him by the waiter
but the customer did not eat it. He eventually succeeded in attracting
the waiter's attention and called him over to the table where he asked
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