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COMFORT AND CHALLENGE

A few years ago I was acquainted with a young man who had decided
he wanted to enter the Christian ministry. He was trying to make up
his mind in which theological seminary he wanted to enroll. He himself
tended to be somewhat theologically conservative but he came out of a
family which had a more liberal theological background. In discussing
the matter with his father and seeking the fatherfs counsel, the father
presented his son with a serious question aimed at helping the son make
the right choice. He asked the young man, "When you go to seminary
do you want to be challenged or comforted?"

In other words, do you wish to go to a school that will say all
the things you would like to hear and nothing that will disconcert
you or with which you might disagree, or would you rather go to a
school that will challenge your preconceptions and make you think and
struggle your way toward truth?

Although that surely is not the only basis on which a young man
or woman ought to choose a school, it is certainly one well worth
considering. If growth comes through struggle, as I believe most of
it does, then one is not going to grow much if he never hears and
considers anything with which he disagrees. It is for this reason,
I feel sure, that Halford Luccock, a well known Presbyterian clergyman,
once insisted that the purpose of religion was to "comfort the
afflicted, and afflict the comfortable."

It is my contention that all valid and worthwhile religion
contains something of this dichotomy. Let us examine it for a few
minutes in the teachings of Jesus. For those who hold that the function
of religion is primarily one of comfort, there is much in the teachings
of Jesus to support them. Such words as these:

"Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden
and I will give you rest, "

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you, "

"Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted,"

"I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you,"

"Fear not, little flock, it is the Father's good
pleasure to give you the Kingdom, "

"If you being evil know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more shall your Father give
good things to them that ask Him,"








