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THE PRESENT CRISIS

At the outset this morning I would like to share with you a
quotation which I believe to be painfully true. The author whom I
quote, a man of vast experience, Drojects the possibility that at some
distant date, a group of archeologlsts will dig down through the ruins
of our once proud society, and from the artifacts which he uncovers,
will determine that we were once a people who had vast resources at
our command and were able, in his words,

"...perhaps to colonize the universe itself,
developing the means to produce in more or less
unlimited quantities everything we could possibly
need or desire, .. Never, the archeologists will
surely conclude, was any generation of men ostensibly
intent upon the pursuit of happiness and plenty, more
advantageously placed to attain it3 who yet, with
apparent deliberation, took the opposite course,
toward chaos, not order, toward breakdown, not
stability, toward death, destruction and darkness,
not life, creativity, and light, "

The author of those words is Sir Malcolm Muggeridge, distinguished
English journalist and Christian. The words come from his recent book
dealing with the mass media, that aspect of our society which he
believes is the most obvious indication that Western Civilization is
fast disintegrating. All traditional standards and values, says
Muggeridge, are scorned and rejected—those standards of values
without which a free and orderly society cannot endure, "ten and women
no longer are willing to stand firm and to say, "This is right and
that is wrong!" The very concepts of good and evil, says Muggeridge,
have ceased to have any validity.

A little paper which comes from the Rockford College Institute
makes the same point. It suggests that,

"The cultural revolution which has taken place in
the last decade and a half has nearly succeeded in
abolishing the traditional moral precepts. Nowadays
anyone who ventures into the territory of moral judg
ments, declaring certain conduct right or wrong, is
simply ignored, or in the case of an influential
spokesman, will have scorn heaped upon him by the
public commentators."

Prom the most thoughtful people, who are always a small minority
of the population, one hears more and more warnings that when our tra
ditional moral and ethical convictions go down the drain Western
Civilization will go with them. A former congressman puts it somewhat
differently. Said James Buckley of New York:








