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A SENSE OF THE SACRED

Two weeks ago I spoke of Davidfs encounter with the giant,
Goliath, who was champion of the Philistine army. This was not
to be the last encounter David had with the Philistines. The
Israel and Philistine armies continued to clash many times even
after David had become the king of Israel, succeeding Israel's
first king, Saul.

This morning I would like to share with you an incident
which took place immediately after one of those clashes in which
the army of Israel had soundly defeated the army of the Philistines
So great was the victory that King David wanted to celebrate it
in a special way. He decided to do so by bringing the Ark of the
Lord from the place where it had temporarily been resting, to
Jerusalem, which at that time was referred to as the City of
David, and set it up in a tabernacle or tent. The temple had
not yet been constructed. That was to be built later under the
reign of Solomon.

The Ark was, of course, very special to the Hebrew people.
It was a box or a chest built to the specifications which God
had given Moses. In it were believed to be the two tablets of
stone on which were recorded the Ten Commandments. The lid was
of gold and was referred to as the mercy seat. God, or Yahweh,
was believed to dwell there whenever he communicated with his
people.

David, therefore, called together some of his officers,
30,000 of them according to Samuel, and went to get the Ark.
It was placed on a cart drawn by oxen. What happened next is
not exactly clear and Biblical authorities do not agree
concerning the proper interpretation of the Hebrew text. But
the story relates that as the group was traveling toward the
City of David the cart suddenly lurched *as the oxen stumbled
and the Ark of the Covenant began to fall. The two men who
were driving or guiding the cart were U?7.ah and Ahio. When
the cart tipped Uzzah did the natural thing. He put out his
hand to keep the Ark from tumbling off and took hold of the
Ark. Immediately he fell over dead!

To ask the same question that you and I must often ask
of the events in our own lives, "Was it coincidence or
providence?" Did it just happen that the danger to the Ark
so excited and disturbed Uzzah that he suffered a fatal heart
attack? Or was his death what all too often we refer to as










