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MORE THAN LUCK

Because the Bible records a number of men and women of the early
Old Testament era living to an exceedingly old age, I suspect that
there would also have been in those days many marriages that lasted
a great deal longer than 50 years. After researching the matter a
little, however, I could only establish with any degree of certainty
the golden wedding anniversary of Abraham and Sarah.

When God called Abraham to leave his home in Ur and go into the
wilderness to establish a new home for a people who were to be God's
chosen, Abraham was already 75 years old and married to Sarah. We do
not know how long they had been married. It is recorded, however, that
Sarah lived to be 127 years old. Men in those days often took wives
much younger than themselves. But even if Sarah was the same age as
Abraham she would then have been married to him for a minimum of 52
years.

Following that early Biblical period of extended life spans, the
life expectancy of the human race became relatively short, and not
until recent times, with the tremendous increase in medical knowledge
and medical therapy, has the general life expectancy increased to a
point where golden wedding anniversaries are becoming almost commonplace.
It is no longer a major event in a community as it was 50 years ago.
But it is, nevertheless, a major achievement at a time when there is
almost one divorce for every two marriages.

When we decided to give some recognition and honor to those in
our congregation who have been married 50 years or more, I had no idea
there were so many. As of this day there are 27 couples who have
achieved that notable distinction, and by the end of this calendar year
four more couples will have joined them. And so today we are honoring
and congratulating 31 golden wedding couples. The record belongs to
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Weeks who in April celebrated their 65th anniversary.
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Pinck of Congregational Home have been married 61
years, and Mr. and Mrs. Louis Pieper are close behind them and will
celebrate their 6lst anniversary in September. Mr. and Mrs. Al Poster
are celebrating their 51st anniversary today. Mr. and Mrs. George Pryor
came from Green Bay to share the day with us.

II

Now, how does it happen that some people can't stay married much
more than a year and others can have a satisfying and worthwhile
relationship for well over 50 years? As the title of this sermon
suggests, it takes more than luck. In the first place you and your
mate have got to live a relatively long time. There are a number of
men and women in our congregation who would have been married 50 years
had their mates lived as long as they. Unfortunately, that could
not be.






